ILLEGITIMACY QUESTIONS
Thank you very much for getting in touch about my forthcoming book In the Family Way (Viking Penguin) about the stigma of illegitimacy from 1918 to the mid-sixties. 
I would welcome anything you could tell me about the experience of illegitimacy from the parent’s or the child’s point of view – positive as well as negative. I’ll fill in the background to the book with some of the information I receive from these questions, especially about attitudes to illegitimacy. But I will want to tell some individuals’ stories, too.
 The most important questions for me to ask, and for you to answer, are about anonymity. 
1. 
May I use your real name in the book, should I decide to include any of your 
information? If so, please write it down for me, and state your permission for me 
to use it.
2.
 If you’d rather remain anonymous, you can either choose a pseudonym and tell it to 
me now (letting me know that it’s not your real name), or I’ll randomly choose one 
for you. 
The following questions are very general. I’d welcome your answers by email or post, no matter how long or short they may be. My contact details are at the foot of this sheet.
3. 
What is your connection to the subject? Please tell me as much about your 
circumstances as you feel you can, including rough dates.

4. 
What were other people’s attitudes to illegitimacy at the time (e.g. family, 
friends, and society in general)?

5. 
What do you regret most about your experience, and what are you most 
proud of?

6. 
Is there anything else you’d like to say? 

Please send your response to jane@jane-robinson.com, or by post to 

Jane Robinson

 c/o Veronique Baxter, 

David Higham Associates Ltd, 

5-8 Lower John Street,

 Golden Square,

 London W1F 9HA. 

If you’d rather speak by phone, just send me your number and I’ll contact you.

Many thanks.
